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Agenda

•Opening Remarks
•Constituent Services Presentation
•Federal Grants Overview 
•Federal Agencies Panel 
•Washington State Department of Commerce 
•Nonprofit Resources 
•Closing
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Opening Remarks
Congressman Adam Smith
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Constituent Services 
Presentation
Keelyn Bessmer, Constituent Services Representative
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Federal Grants Overview
Jena Yang, Grants Director
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Federal Grants 101
The Office of Congressman Adam Smith 

Jena Yang, Grants Director
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What is Grant?

A grant is one of the government’s tools 
for funding ideas and projects to 
provide public services and stimulating 
the economy
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WA State Facts

• For FY2023, Washington state obtained total $83.4B
• Direct Payments: $42.6 B
• Grants: $29 B

• For WA-09
• Grants: $488.73M

• Top awarding agencies:
• Department of Health and Human Services (HHS): $21.03B
• Department of Transportation (DOT): $2.36B
• Department of Homeland Security (DHS): $1.23B
• Department of Education (ED): $1.06B
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Who is Eligible to Apply for Federal Grants?

• Governments
• Educational Institutions
• Public Housing Authorities
• Nonprofit Organizations
• Businesses
• Individuals
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Types of Grants: Formula Grants

• Funds allocated to states and territories by formula 
based on quantifiable variables 
• Ex: for education formula grants, x dollars per public school 

pupil

• States and territories administer funds, including large 
block grants, which can be sub-awarded
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Type of Grants: Competitive Grants

• Grants for specific objectives and projects
• These grants are awarded directly from federal 

agencies.
• State, local governments, and nonprofits may be 

eligible.
• Very competitive
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Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL)

• Also known as Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act 
(IIJA)

• The BIL was signed into law on November 15, 2021 by 
President Biden.

• Largest ever federal investments in broadband, 
transportation, clean energy, environment, and  
infrastructure.

• Dispersed through several mechanisms including 
formula funds, competitive grants, and tax credits.
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Inflation Reduction Act (IRA)

• The IRA was signed into law on August 16, 2022 by 
President Biden.

• The IRA provides federal funding for investments in 
clean energy, climate, supply chain, and more.  

• Commits to equity, environmental justice, and working 
families in clean energy and climate programs
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CHIPS and Science Act of 2022

• On August 9, 2022, President Biden signed the CHIPS 
and Science Act. 

• Invests $53 billion in America’s semiconductor industry, 
strengthens supply chains, enhances domestic research 
and development (R&D) capabilities, and bolsters 
national security. 

• Department of Commerce is responsible for carrying 
out key programs.
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How Do I Register?

• Organizations must register with SAM.gov and Grants.gov.
• Get your Unique Entity Identifier (UEI) at the System for 

Award Management (SAM.gov).
• A Unique Entity Identifier (UEI) is a unique number assigned to all 

entities who register to do business with the federal government. 

• Designate Ebiz POC 
• After Ebiz POC receive the UEI, create Grants.gov account.
• You can use one Grants.gov Account to apply for several 

organizations.
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Where Do I Search for Grants? 
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What is Workspace?

• Grants.gov Workspace is the standard way for 
organizations or individuals to apply for federal grants in 
Grants.gov. 

• The forms can be filled out online or offline but changes to 
form data will only be captured once the PDF form is 
uploaded.

• Anyone with the Workspace Manager role can create a 
workspace. 

• Only users with the Standard Authorized Organization 
Representative (AOR) role who are added as a Workspace 
Participant may submit the application. 
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After Submission

• Make sure you receive an on-screen confirmation receipt 
(screen shot if you must)

• Document the name and CFDA# of grant program
• Your Date/time stamp = official time of submission
• You will also receive email confirmation 
• Submission confirmation messages:

• Application received 
• Verifying receipts of your email and submission 
• Rejection due to errors 
• Agency received your application 
• Other follow-up messages from agencies
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JustGrants
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JustGrants FAQ

1. What do I do if my SAM.gov registration status is 
expired or newly activated? 

2. My E-Biz POC did not receive a DOJ/DIAMD e-mail 
invitation. 

3. My E-Biz POC already associated with an existing 
entity in JustGrants.

4. Could I assign an alternate E-Biz POC for onboarding?
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Tips 

• Register and submit early
• Thoroughly read and follow all the instructions provided 

by the agency
• Include sufficient program and budget details
• Recommend completing the optional forms in the 

application
• Make sure your computer is compatible with Grants.gov 

programs 
• Use correct UEI 
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Office’s Grant Services

• Help finding grants for specific projects
• Questions during the application process
• Contact Federal Agencies on organization’s behalf
• Grant Workshops 
• Annual Procurement Workshop 
• Quarterly Grant Newsletter
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Letter of Support Request

• Encourage federal agency to give full and fair 
consideration to the grant application

• Materials Required:
• Completed online “Letter of Support” application
• Letter draft 
• Name of the Grants Officer within the granting agency
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Grant Resources

• Office of Congressman Adam Smith’s Grant Services

• Office of Congressman Adam Smith’s BIL Resources  

• Grants.Gov

• Technical Assistance from the White House

• IRA Guidebook from the White House

• Resources for Rural

• Resources for Tribal

• Additional Resources from the White House 

• Updated List of Funding Opportunities 

• CHIPS and Science Act Information
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https://adamsmith.house.gov/grant-information
https://www.grants.gov/
https://adamsmith.house.gov/bipartisan-infrastructure-law-bil-funding-and-resources
https://www.grants.gov/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/Infrastructure-Technical-Assistance-Guide_FINAL2.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/cleanenergy/inflation-reduction-act-guidebook/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/build/resources/rural/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/build/resources/bipartisan-infrastructure-law-tribal-playbook/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/Advancing-Equitable-Workforce-Development-for-Infrastructure-Jobs_110122.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/build/resources/nofos-to-know/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2022/08/09/fact-sheet-chips-and-science-act-will-lower-costs-create-jobs-strengthen-supply-chains-and-counter-china/
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Contact Information: 
Jena.yang@mail.house.gov 
https://adamsmith.house.gov/grant-information
425-793-5180
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Q&A
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Federal Agencies Panel
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U.S. Department of Justice
Erica Lacy, Outreach Specialist, Office on Violence Against Women
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U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency
Derrick Terada, Environmental Justice Senior Advisor
Kat Compton, Region 10 Climate Coordinator
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U.S. Department of 
Health & Human Services 
Priya Helweg, Deputy Regional Director

Mackenzie Komeshak, Public Affairs Specialist

Louise Ryan, Regional Administrator, Administration for Community Living

Gloria Laryea, Public Health Analyst, Health Resources and Services 
Administration

Lois Gillmore, Deputy Regional Director, Substance Abuse Mental Health 
Services Administration
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Q&A
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Washington State 
Department of Commerce
Louis Harris, Community Engagement Specialist 
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Q&A
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Nonprofit Resources
Bonnie Hilory, Co-President of Puget Sound Grant Writers Association 
and Managing Principal of Nonprofit Accelerator LLC.

Laura Pierce, Executive Director of Nonprofit Association of Washington
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Q&A
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Thank You
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