Congress of the United States
Washington, DL 20515

December 8, 2014

Speaker John Boehner Democratic Leader Nancy Pelosi
H-232 The Capitol H-204 The Capitol
Washington, D.C. 20515 Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Speaker Boehner and Leader Pelosi,

We write to call your attention to the fast-approaching expiration of the Trade Adjustment
Assistance (TAA) program and urge you to bring legislation to the floor that would enable

this effective program to continue assisting both firms and workers beyond December 31,
2014.

Since its inception, TAA has helped both workers and businesses cope with job losses
resulting from increased global competition. According to the U.S. Department of Labor
(DOL), approximately two million workers nationwide have relied on TAA for Workers
(TAAW) since 1975 to make ends meet and receive training necessary to find a new job in
high-skill, growing industries. In addition, according to the Economic Development Agency’s
4™ annual report, 882 trade-impacted firms have received assistance through TAA for Firms
(TAAF) in 2013. These firms employed over 76,000 workers at the time of their entry into
TAATF and at least one firm was located in 48 of the 50 states throughout the country.

TAAW not only helps hard-working Americans whose jobs have been adversely impacted by
trade, but it allows those workers to reenter the workforce and contribute to our economy with
better skills and training. The program provides training assistance and income support
enabling dislocated workers to retrain for employment in competitive industries. The success
of this program is proven by the fact that 75 percent of TAA workers secured a job 6 months

after leaving the program and 90 percent of those workers remained employed a year
thereafter.

TAAF is another critical component of this program that effectively assists U.S. companies
impacted by imports remain competitive. TAAF offers a matching fund for outside expertise
to help companies adjust their business models allowing them to regain their competitive
advantage in the marketplace. The program makes it possible for companies to avoid layoffs,
or, where layoffs have occurred, to rehire workers as the companies regain their competitive
footholds. In the most recent report by the Department of Commerce on TAAF, it is reported
that all the U.S. companies that were beneficiaries in 2011 were still in business in 2013.
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TAA is a critical part of our nation’s competitiveness strategy in the face of a rapidly evolving
world economy and its reauthorization enjoys bipartisan support. Congressional leadership
and action to reauthorize TAA is needed to stop the termination of an effective program that
helps American workers and firms compete, innovate, strengthen, and diversify America’s
economy. We must do all we can to save jobs by helping firms readjust and workers regain
their edge and competitiveness in the global marketplace.

Sincerely,
O
ABAM SMITH SANDER JEVIN N—
Member of Congress Member of Congress

DEREK KILMER
Member of Congress

JOHN CARNEY GERRY CONNOLLY
Member of Congress Member of Congress

JIM COOPER JOE COURTNEY

Member of Congress Member of Congress
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USAN DAVIS
Member of Congress
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CEJZABETH ESTY
ember of Congress

DENNY
Member of Congress
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RUSH HOLT
Member of Congress
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RON KIND
Member of Congress

HN B. LARSON
ember of Congress

er of Congress

BILL FOSTER 7
Member of Congress

JWIHIMES ~
Member of Congress

DAN KILDEE
Member of Congress

RICK LARSEN
Member of Congress
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PATRICK E. MIJRI%
Member of Congress

BILL PASCRELL, JR. ﬂ
Member of Congress
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GARYPETERS
Member of Congress
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CEDRIC RICHMOND
Member of Congress
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GREGORYW. MEEKS
Member of Congress

RICHARD E. NEAL
Member of Congress

74

ED PERLMUTTER
Member of Congress

MIKE QUIGLEY
Member of Congress
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TERRI A. SEWELL
Member of Congress
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MIKE THOMRSOW
Member of Congress




