Congress of the United States
MWashington, BC 20515

March 25, 2015

The Honorable John Culberson The Honorable Chaka Fattah
Chairman Ranking Member
Subcommittee on Commerce, Justice, Subcommittee on Commerce, Justice,

Science and Related Agencies Science and Related Agencies
Committee on Appropriations Committee on Appropriations
H-309, The Capitol 1016 Longworth House Office Building
U.S. House of Representatives U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chairman Culberson and Ranking Member Fattah:

As you consider programs that deserve funding, we respectfully request that you fund the
Legal Services Corporation (LSC) at $486.9 million in the Fiscal Year (FY) 2016 Commerce,
Justice, Science, and Related Agencies (CJS) Appropriations bill.

LSC received its largest appropriation of $420 million in FY 2010. LSC is currently funded at
$375 million for FY 2015, an 11% decrease from FY 2010. Also, if LSC's 1995 appropriation of
$400 million were adjusted to keep pace with inflation, it would total more than $600 million

today.

More Americans are eligible for legal aid than ever in LSC's history. Over 60 million Americans,
or 21 % of the U.S. population, currently qualify for legal assistance from LSC funded programs.
LSC-funded legal aid programs help constituents who live in households with annual incomes at
or below 125% of the federal poverty guidelines —in 2014, $14,588 for an individual and
$29,813 for a family of four. Eligible constituents span every demographic and live in rural,
suburban, and urban areas. They include veterans and military families, homeowners and renters,
families with children, farmers, the disabled, and the elderly.

According to a 2009 study commissioned by LSC's Board of Directors, "Documenting the
Justice Gap in America," many LSC grantees turn away half of the people who qualify and seek
civil legal assistance due to the lack of resources. State studies consistently show that only 20%
of the civil legal needs of the eligible population are being met.
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Investment in civil legal aid is one of the most effective ways to help Americans navigate the
justice system and help stabilize and grow the nation’s economy. The modest federal contribution
to civil legal aid — only 39% of total funding for LSC-supported legal aid programs, and only
25% of all legal aid funding in the United States — is a good investment, allowing millions of
Americans to safeguard their basic legal rights at minimal cost.

The Conference of Chief Justices (CCJ) of the state Supreme Courts, a non-partisan organization
comprised of the Chief Justices and Judges of every state has been a strong advocate of funding
for LSC. The CCJ issued a policy paper showing that the large number of unrepresented citizens
overwhelming state courts has negative consequences on the effective and efficient operation of
the courts. The paper concludes that adequate funding for LSC is necessary to better meet the
demand for legal services and to ensure access to justice for all.

Congress established LSC to operate as a private, nonprofit corporation to promote equal access
to justice and to provide grants for high-quality civil legal assistance to low-income persons and
families. LSC distributes more than 90% of its total funding to 134 independent nonprofit legal
aid programs that provide legal assistance to low-income individuals and families in every
congressional district. Programs that receive LSC grants help the most vulnerable, such as
military veterans seeking disability benefits, families facing unlawful evictions or foreclosures,
and women seeking protection from abuse.

We thank the committee for including $4 million for the new Pro Bono Innovation Fund to
support new projects to encourage private attorneys to engage in pro bono service and support
pro bono initiatives throughout the country. We urge you to continue to fund this important
innovative program to expand access to justice.

We hope you will do everything possible to ensure that the Legal Services Corporation receives
full funding in the FY 2016 CJS appropriations bill. We urge you to provide $486.9 million to
fund LSC to ensure that critical legal assistance will be provided to those in urgent need.

Sincerely,
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Signers (122):

Steve Cohen

John Conyers, Jr.
Blake Farenthold
Jerrold Nadler

Zoe Lofgren

Sheila Jackson Lee
Henry C. “Hank” Johnson
Pedro R Pierluisi
Judy Chu

Ted Deutch

Luis Gutiérrez

Scott Peters

Cedric L. Richmond
Karen Bass

Hakeem Jefferies
Suzan DelBene
Louise M. Slaughter
David N. Cicilline
André Carson
William Lacy Clay
Rosa L. DeLauro
Sanford D. Bishop
Michael M. Honda
Tulsi Gabbard
Stacey E. Plaskett
David E. Price
Bennie G. Thompson
Corrine Brown
Madeleine Z. Bordallo
Rick Larsen

Danny K. Davis
Chellie Pingree
Barbara Lee

Keith Ellison

Adam Smith

Gwen S. Moore
Gregory W. Meeks
Elijah E. Cummings

Collin C. Peterson
Emanuel Cleaver
Lloyd Doggett
Carolyn B. Maloney
Marcia F. Fudge

Al Green

Donald Norcross
Grace Meng

Xavier Becerra
Sander Levin
Loretta Sanchez
Robert C. “Bobby” Scott
Earl Blumenauer
Terri Sewell

Jim McDermott
Tim J. Walz

Lois Frankel

Cheri Bustos
Elizabeth H. Esty
Jannice Hahn

Jim McGovern
Filemon Vela

Don Beyer

Denny Heck

Mark Takai

Marc Veasey
Robert A. Brady
Alan Lowenthal
Donald Payne, Jr.
Jim Langevin

Joyce Beatty

Ann McLane Kuster
Kathy Castor
Frederica S. Wilson
Joaquin Castro
Michelle Lujan Grisham
David Scott

Frank Pallone, Jr.
Mike Doyle

Alan Grayson



Joseph P. Kennedy, III
William R. Keating
Mark DeSaulnier
Richard E. Neal

John Lewis

James E. Clyburn
Katherine M. Clark

- Niki Tsongas

Chris Van Hollen
John Delaney

Juan Vargas

Jim Cooper

Kyrsten Sinema

Sean Patrick Maloney
Dave Loebsack

Raul M. Grijalva
Tony Cardenas

Mark Takano

Joseph Crowley

Jared Polis

Matthew A. Cartwright
Michael E. Capuano
Seth Moulton

Brian Higgins

Donna F. Edwards
John P. Sarbanes
Eddie Bernice Johnson
Jan Schakowsky
Stephen F. Lynch
Diane DeGette
Charles B. Rangel
Alcee L. Hastings
Yvette D. Clarke
Peter Welch

G.K. Butterfield
Gerald E. Connolly
Eleanor Holmes Norton
Suzanne Bonamici
Jim Costa

Maxine Waters

Robin L. Kelly
John Yarmuth
Ruben Gallego
Debbie Wasserman Shultz
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