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Equity Review of Capital Funding Programs 

Goals:
• In completing this review, the department is working to improve equitable delivery of 

resources and benefits in our programs by:

• Including consideration of historic and systemic barriers that may arise due to any of 

the following factors: Race, Ethnicity, Religion, Income, Geography, Disability, and 

Educational Attainment.

• Identifying changes to policy and operational norms and practices to advance equity.

• Identifying new investments and programs that prioritize populations and 

communities that have been historically underserved by capital grant policies and 

programs.
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Community Engagement Team 

Julia Havens, Manager
(509) 720-9656
Julia.Havens@commerce.wa.gov

Soo Ing-Moody
(509) 520-7024
Soo.Ing-Moody@commerce.wa.gov

Norma Chavez
(360) 918-3039
Norma.Chavez@commerce.wa.gov

Steve Dunk
(360) 259-9967
Stephen.Dunk@commerce.wa.gov

Louis Harris
(360) 972-4327
Louis.Harris@commerce.wa.gov

Karlena Brailey
(360) 764-9774
Karlena.Brailey@commerce.wa.gov

https://www.commerce.wa.gov/about-us/community-engagement/

mailto:Julia.Havens@commerce.wa.gov
mailto:Soo.Ing-Moody@commerce.wa.gov
mailto:Norma.Chavez@commerce.wa.gov
mailto:Stephen.Dunk@commerce.wa.gov
mailto:Louis.Harris@commerce.wa.gov
mailto:Karlena.Brailey@commerce.wa.gov
https://www.commerce.wa.gov/about-us/community-engagement/
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Commitment to diversity, equity & inclusion

• Long-term relationships

• Hiring and retention

• Systems Change

https://www.commerce.wa.gov/about-us/jobs-at-commerce/

https://www.commerce.wa.gov/about-us/jobs-at-commerce/
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Community capacity building

Cultivate Community Capacity

Creatively Navigate 

Resources 

Build Relationships
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Where to get information about grants?

• Washington Electronic 
Business Solutions (WEBS)

• Commerce Website: 
www.commerce.wa.gov

• Commerce Outreach and 
Engagement Specialists

• Engage with Commerce 
Boards, Commissions, and 
Advisory Groups!

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpr-webs-vendor.des.wa.gov%2F&data=05%7C01%7Clouis.harris%40commerce.wa.gov%7C9d51e39d70394c9f43f808dbd59d7798%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638338644520800428%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ZbhhJD60IH2%2FD7j7HFRQxgqqHx0lRpJaYWPJswcveEg%3D&reserved=0
http://www.commerce.wa.gov/
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Where to get information about grants?

• Washington Electronic 
Business Solutions (WEBS)

• Commerce Website: 
www.commerce.wa.gov

• Commerce Outreach and 
Engagement Specialists

• Engage with Commerce 
Boards, Commissions, and 
Advisory Groups!

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpr-webs-vendor.des.wa.gov%2F&data=05%7C01%7Clouis.harris%40commerce.wa.gov%7C9d51e39d70394c9f43f808dbd59d7798%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638338644520800428%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ZbhhJD60IH2%2FD7j7HFRQxgqqHx0lRpJaYWPJswcveEg%3D&reserved=0
http://www.commerce.wa.gov/
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Preparing for applying for Grants

• Register an account with Washington Electronic Business 
Solutions (WEBS)

• Get a Statewide Vendor Number (SWV). 

• Get familiar with Commerce’s Contract Management System 
(CMS). 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpr-webs-vendor.des.wa.gov%2F&data=05%7C01%7Clouis.harris%40commerce.wa.gov%7C9d51e39d70394c9f43f808dbd59d7798%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638338644520800428%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ZbhhJD60IH2%2FD7j7HFRQxgqqHx0lRpJaYWPJswcveEg%3D&reserved=0
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Tips of the Trade

• Make a plan.

• Engage the community.

• Collaboration. 

• Ask questions.

• Commerce also applies for 
grants!

• Time is relative. 

• Having capital is an 
advantage.

• Grant Writing Tips!
• Read and answer questions 

fully. 

• How you word your grant 
matters.

• Paint an entire picture of your 
proposed project. 
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• Developing state-wide plan describing how to address racial, 
economic, and social disparities in communities created by the 
historical design and enforcement of state & federal criminal 
laws and penalties for drug possession

• Commerce, in partnership with the Office of Equity and 
community partners

• $100M in SFY24 & $100M in SFY25

Community Reinvestment Account Plan 

https://www.commerce.wa.gov/programs/research-

services/community-reinvestment-account-plan-development/

https://www.commerce.wa.gov/programs/research-services/community-reinvestment-account-plan-development/
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Grants for capital projects 

https://www.commerce.wa.gov/building-infrastructure/capital-facilities/

Building for the Arts

Building Communities Fund Youth Recreational Facilities

Early Learning Facilities 

Program

Behavioral Health Facilities

https://www.commerce.wa.gov/building-infrastructure/capital-facilities/
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Clean energy programs 

• The Clean Energy Fund grants for clean energy projects

• Energy Retrofits for Public Buildings helps local agencies, 
public higher education, school districts and state agencies

• Solar plus Storage for Resilient Communities solar and battery 
back-up power for community buildings

https://www.commerce.wa.gov/growing-the-economy/energy/

http://www.commerce.wa.gov/growing-the-economy/energy/clean-energy-fund/
https://www.commerce.wa.gov/growing-the-economy/energy/energy-retrofits-for-public-buildings
https://www.commerce.wa.gov/growing-the-economy/energy/solar-plus-storage/
https://www.commerce.wa.gov/growing-the-economy/energy/
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Community services and public safety

•Developmental Disabilities Council

•Lead-Based Paint Programs

•Continuum of Care

•Office of Crime Victims Advocacy

•Office of Firearm Safety and Violence Prevention

•Justice Assistance Grant

•Victim Witness Assistance

•Safety and Access for Immigrant Victims Victims of crime looking for services:

ocva@commerce.wa.gov

Direct Service Line:1-800-822-1067

https://www.commerce.wa.gov/serving-communities/public-safety/

http://ddc.wa.gov/
https://www.commerce.wa.gov/building-infrastructure/housing/lead-based-paint/
http://www.commerce.wa.gov/serving-communities/homelessness/continuum-of-care/
https://www.commerce.wa.gov/serving-communities/crime-victims-advocacy/
http://www.commerce.wa.gov/serving-communities/crime-victims-public-safety/office-of-crime-victims-advocacy/
https://www.commerce.wa.gov/firearm-safety-and-violence-prevention/
http://www.commerce.wa.gov/serving-communities/crime-victims-public-safety/justice-assistance-grant/
http://www.commerce.wa.gov/serving-communities/crime-victims-public-safety/office-of-crime-victims-advocacy/victim-witness-assistance-program-overview/
https://www.commerce.wa.gov/serving-communities/crime-victims-public-safety/office-of-crime-victims-advocacy/safety-and-access-for-immigrant-victims/
mailto:ocva@commerce.wa.gov
https://www.commerce.wa.gov/serving-communities/public-safety/
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Low-income housing resources 

• Multi-family Unit Housing 

• Home Ownership Assistance 

• Foreclosure Fairness Program

• Mobile Home Relocation

• Weatherization and Low-income 
Energy Assistance 

• Rental / Homeless Assistance

• Office of Homeless Youth

https://www.commerce.wa.gov/building-infrastructure/housing/

http://www.commerce.wa.gov/building-infrastructure/housing/foreclosure-fairness/
http://www.commerce.wa.gov/building-infrastructure/housing/mobile-home-relocation-assistance/
http://www.commerce.wa.gov/serving-communities/homelessness/
http://www.commerce.wa.gov/serving-communities/homelessness/office-of-youth-homelessness/
https://www.commerce.wa.gov/building-infrastructure/housing/
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Small business services 

• SizeUp

• Entrepreneur Academy

• ScaleUp

• Thrive!

• Restart Academy

• Small Business Export 
Assistance

• Export Voucher Program

• Regulatory Roadmap

• Retirement Marketplace

• Small Business Grants

• Startup Wisdom

• Small Business Credit Initiative

https://www.commerce.wa.gov/growing-the-economy/business-services/

http://mystartup365.com/tools/sizeup/
http://mystartup365.com/tools/academy-landing/
http://mystartup365.com/programs/scaleup/
http://mystartup365.com/programs/economic-gardening/
http://mystartup365.com/tools/restart-academy/
http://www.commerce.wa.gov/promoting-washington-state/export-assistance/
http://www.commerce.wa.gov/growing-the-economy/business-loans/export-voucher-program/
http://choosewashingtonstate.com/i-need-help-with/site-selection/permitting-regulations/regulatory-roadmap/
https://retirement-marketplace.com/
https://commercegrants.com/
https://issuu.com/choosewa/docs/startup_wisdom_online2?e=14352800/36010527
http://www.commerce.wa.gov/growing-the-economy/business-loans/small-business-credit-initiative/
https://www.commerce.wa.gov/growing-the-economy/business-services/
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Child Care 
Capacity Building 

• Child Care Partnership Grants

• Employer-Supported Child 
Care Technical Assistance 
Program 

• State Child Care Collaborative 
Task Force

https://www.commerce.wa.gov/about-us/boards-and-commissions/child-care-collaborative-task-force/

https://www.commerce.wa.gov/about-us/boards-and-commissions/child-care-collaborative-task-force/


www.commerce.wa.gov

Questions?

https://twitter.com/WaStateCommerce
https://www.facebook.com/WAStateCommerce/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/893804
https://www.commerce.wa.gov/
https://www.instagram.com/wastatecommerce/


www.commerce.wa.gov

COMMUNITY.ENGAGEMENT@COMMERCE.WA.GOV 

Thank you

Commerce Regional Engagement Team

Louis Harris
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT SPECIALIST – NORTHWEST REGION

(360) 972-4327
louis.harris@commerce.wa.gov

https://twitter.com/WaStateCommerce
https://www.facebook.com/WAStateCommerce/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/893804
https://www.commerce.wa.gov/
https://www.instagram.com/wastatecommerce/

