September 24, 2024

The Honorable Joseph R. Biden, Jr. The Honorable Antony Blinken
President Secretary of State

The White House U.S. Department of State

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue N.W. 2201 C Street N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20500 Washington, D.C. 20520

The Honorable Merrick Garland
Attorney General of the United States
U.S. Department of Justice

950 Pennsylvania Avenue N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20530

Dear President Biden, Secretary Blinken, and Attorney General Garland:

On September 6, we learned about the fatal shooting in the West Bank of American citizen
Aysenur Ezgi Eygi, a Seattle resident and recent graduate of the University of Washington. We
extend our deepest condolences to Ms. Eygi’s family during this moment of tragedy, and our
thoughts are with her family and loved ones.

We are deeply disturbed by the Israeli Defense Forces (IDF) preliminary investigation that found
“it is highly likely” Ms. Eygi “was hit indirectly and unintentionally by IDF fire which was not
aimed at her” during a “violent riot.”' This contradicts credible, independent eyewitness accounts
that suggest the shooting was intentional without provocation.” A Washington Post investigation
based on interviews with eyewitnesses and West Bank residents, photos, and videos indicates the
shooting occurred “more than a half-hour after the height of confrontations in Beita, and some 20
minutes after protesters had moved down the main road — more than 200 yards away from
Israeli forces.”

Given the evidence, we believe the United States must independently investigate whether this
was a homicide. To walk away without asking further questions gives Israeli forces unacceptable
license to act with impunity. There must be accountability for Ms. Eygi’s death. We therefore
call on the White House, State Department, and Department of Justice to lead an independent,
thorough, credible, and transparent investigation into the killing of Ms. Eygi. This investigation
should include all evidence found and rationale for how findings were determined in a written
report to the family.

! “IDF Initial Inquiry into the Death of Aysenur Ezgi Eygi,” IDF, September 10, 2024, https://www.idf.il/en/mini-
sites/idf-press-releases-israel-at-war/september-24-pr/idf-initial-inquiry-into-the-death-of-aysenur-ezgi-eygi/.

2 Hagar Shezaf, “Eyewitness Says Israeli Army Shot American Activist When There Were No Clashes,” Haaretz,
September 8, 2024, https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/2024-09-08/ty-article/.premium/eyewitness-says-israeli-
army-shot-american-activist-when-there-were-no-clashes/00000191-d202-df60-a79b-d27f4be50000.

3 Miriam Berger et al., “New Video, Witnesses Challenge Israel’s Account of U.S. Activist’s Killing,” The
Washington Post, September 11, 2024, https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2024/09/1 1/american-activist-
aysenur-eygi-killed-idf-west-bank/.



We request a written explanation provided to the family and the undersigned members to the
following questions no later than October 4, 2024:
1. What does the U.S. government currently know about the circumstances surrounding Ms.
Eygi’s killing?
2. Will the U.S. government conduct an independent, thorough, credible, and transparent
investigation into the killing of Ms. Eygi?
3. What would be the proposed timeline and plan for such an investigation?
4. How will the U.S. government seek accountability if the Israeli government refuses to
cooperate with such an investigation?

We appreciate your attention to these matters and look forward to your prompt response.

Sincerely,
Adam Smith Pramila Jayapal
Member of Congress Member of Congress
James P. McGovern Rick Larsen
Member of Congress Member of Congress
Seth Magaziner Suzan K. DelBene
Member of Congress Member of Congress
Joaquin Castro Bonnie Watson Coleman

Member of Congress Member of Congress



Rashida Tlaib
Member of Congress

Henry C. "Hank" Johnson, Jr.

Member of Congress

Sydney Kamlager-Dove
Member of Congress

Raual M. Grijalva
Member of Congress

Jests G. "Chuy" Garcia
Member of Congress

Summer L. Lee
Member of Congress

Val Hoyle
Member of Congress

Kim Schrier, M.D.
Member of Congress

André Carson
Member of Congress

Jan Schakowsky
Member of Congress

Lloyd Doggett
Member of Congress

Barbara Lee
Member of Congress

Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez
Member of Congress

Delia C. Ramirez
Member of Congress



Eleanor Holmes Norton
Member of Congress

Sara Jacobs
Member of Congress

Mark Pocan
Member of Congress

Sean Casten
Member of Congress

Greg Casar
Member of Congress

e

Al Green
Member of Congress

Katie Porter
Member of Congress

Jamaal Bowman, Ed.D.
Member of Congress

Patty Murray
United States Senator

Jamie Raskin
Member of Congress

Marilyn Strickland
Member of Congress

Ayanna Pressley
Member of Congress

Mark DeSaulnier
Member of Congress

Paul D. Tonko
Member of Congress



Betty McCollum
Member of Congress

Chrissy Houlahan
Member of Congress

Jonathan L. Jackson
Member of Congress

Jill Tokuda
Member of Congress

Bernard Sanders
United States Senator

Dwight Evans
Member of Congress

John Garamendi
Member of Congress

Jared Huffman
Member of Congress

Nanette Diaz Barragan
Member of Congress

Judy Chu
Member of Congress

IThan Omar
Member of Congress

Daniel T. Kildee
Member of Congress

Mike Quigley
Member of Congress

Alma S. Adams, Ph.D.
Member of Congress



Salud Carbajal
Member of Congress

Cori Bush
Member of Congress

Ro Khanna
Member of Congress

Nydia M. Velazquez
Member of Congress

Eric Swalwell
Member of Congress

Chellie Pingree
Member of Congress

T

Zoe Lofgren
Member of Congress

Veronica Escobar
Member of Congress

Rosa L. DeLauro
Member of Congress

Madeleine Dean
Member of Congress

Nikema Williams
Member of Congress

Stephen F. Lynch
Member of Congress

Andy Kim
Member of Congress

Dy Kapton

Marcy Kaptu‘f
Member of Congress



Jason Crow
Member of Congress

Maxwell Alejandro Frost

Member of Congress

Lori Trahan
Member of Congress

Peter Welch
United States Senator

Donald S. Beyer Jr.
Member of Congress

Sylvia R. Garcia
Member of Congress

Danny K. Davis
Member of Congress

Kweisi Mfume
Member of Congress

Maxine Waters
Member of Congress

Sharice L. Davids
Member of Congress

Gerald E. Connolly
Member of Congress

MARK TAKANO
Member of Congress

Gabe Vasquez
Member of Congress

Becca Balint
Member of Congress



Brian Schatz
United States Senator

Julia Brownley
Member of Congress

Bill Foster
Member of Congress

Teresa Leger Fernandez
Member of Congress

Morgan McGarvey
Member of Congress

Joe Courtney
Member of Congress

Jerrold Nadler
Member of Congress

Bennie G. Thompson
Member of Congress

Melanie Stansbury
Member of Congress

Linda T. Sénchez
Member of Congress

Mikie Sherrill
Member of Congress

Suzanne Bonamici
Member of Congress

Anna G. Eshoo
Member of Congress

Gwen S. Moore
Member of Congress



Martin Heinrich
United States Senator

Maria Cantwell
United States Senator

Chris Van Hollen
United States Senator

Earl Blumenauer
Member of Congress

Raphael Warnock
United States Senator

M&QMC&AL._

Jsshifer L. McClellan
Member of Congress

Jim Himes
Member of Congress

Steve Cohen
Member of Congress

Jeffrey A. Merkley
United States Senator

Terri A. Sewell
Member of Congress

Tammy Duckworth
United States Senator

CC:

The Honorable Christopher A. Wray
Director

Federal Bureau of Investigation

935 Pennsylvania Avenue N.W.



Washington, D.C. 20535

The Honorable Sedat Onal

Ambassador of the Republic of Tiirkiye to the United States
Turkish Embassy in Washington, D.C.

2525 Massachusetts Avenue N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20008



