
BEYOND GOOGLE

R E S E A R C H I N G  Y O U R  
M A R K E T  ( F O R  F R E E ! )  
AT  T H E  L I B R A R Y



WE ANSWER QUESTIONS

WHAT QUESTIONS DO YOU HAVE?

https://www.spl.org/using-the-library/get-help/ask-a-librarian


THE LIBRARY TO BUSINESS TEAM CAN HELP

We answer questions

• Virtual Business Info Appointments

• L2B Team L2B@spl.org

• Jay Lyman jay.lyman@spl.org

• 206-386-4636 (leave a message)

We buy tools you can use for free

• www.spl.org/business

Free workshops and events

• Business calendar of events

Seattle Public Library

King County Library

Sno-Isle Library

Pierce County Library

Spokane Public Library

https://www.spl.org/programs-and-services/business/make-a-business-appointment
mailto:L2B@spl.org
mailto:jay.lyman@spl.org
http://www.spl.org/business
https://www.spl.org/programs-and-services/business/business-calendar
http://www.spl.org/business
http://www.kcls.org/learning/smallbusiness/
https://www.sno-isle.org/business
https://bit.ly/3snfm3p
http://www.spokanebusiness.org/


LIBRARIES ARE LOCAL

• Based on where you live, work, go to school, 

or own property 

• Reciprocal agreements between library 

systems

• Different libraries have different tools

• Ask library staff for help getting a card

QUALIFY FOR A FREE LIBRARY CARD



YOUR LIBRARY CAN HELP

We buy tools you can use

• Print

• Electronic subscriptions

• E-books

• Media

Many electronic tools can be accessed 

outside the library with a library card



NONPROFIT AND INDIVIDUAL GRANT SEEKING

• Foundation Directory Online (FDO): is designed to help grant-seeking organizations view 
past donor activity, with the aim of identifying relevant giving organizations. FDO contains 
over 239,000 grantmaker profiles and is very coherently laid out. FDO also has a good 
section on Resources, to learn about grantwriting and more.

• Grants to Individuals (GTI): Very similar to FDO but the grant activity is geared toward 
individual recipients. 

• GuideStar Pro: This is a database that aggregates information on nonprofits themselves: 
IRS information and more. This is often paired with FDO in researching past recipients of 
grants.

Important notes:

• SPL doesn't directly assist with grantwriting, we often refer folks to the Puget Sound 
Grantwriters Association, which connects people with professional grant writers (for hire) 
and also workshops to help people gain skills in this area. 

• Unfortunately, FDO and GTI do not cater to for-profit grants.

• These map the universe of funding that has happened – past performance = future 
success!

Make a Virtual Appointment with a librarian

Nonprofit appointments with librarians: SPL has a team of 

librarians that offer virtual appointments for businesses and 

nonprofits, connecting them with resources (such as those 

above) and also local partners.

https://www.spl.org/programs-and-services/business/make-a-business-appointment


ACCESSING THE GRANT SEEKING DATABASES

Foundation Directory Online-

Professional & Foundation Grants to 

Individuals Online

▪ In-library use at all SPL Library 

Locations. 

▪Authenticate by connecting to 

WIFI, or use a library computer

Redmond Library's Nonprofit & Philanthropy Resource Center (NPRC) or Marysville 

Library are nearby.  (KCLS also has one specific computer in Federal Way – no WIFI 

access for that one)

• Find other Foundation Center Libraries: 

https://foundationcenter.org/find-us

https://foundationcenter.org/find-us


WHAT GRANT SEEKING DATABASES DO FOR US

• Universe of grantmakers that 
exist

• Details on grants that 
recipients have received

• Offer search tools save us 
time – refine the universe of 
all foundations to a list of 
prospects that are worth the 
time to explore further

Often people email themselves 

results to work on later



Search across all four types of data

FOUNDATION DIRECTORY – FOUR DATA TYPES

Grantmakers

Grants

Recipients

990s



Search across all four types of data

FOUNDATION DIRECTORY – FOUR DATA TYPES

Grantmakers

Grants

Recipients

990s



FOUNDATION DIRECTORY – SEARCH OR BROWSE

• General search 

translates to a 

controlled vocabulary. 

• Can also browse 

those subjects. 



FOUNDATION DIRECTORY – LISTS OF FOUNDATIONS

“Amount Funded” and “Grant Counts” relate to our search



Individual Foundation Records

FOUNDATION DIRECTORY – FOUNDATIONS



FOUNDATION DIRECTORY - FOUNDATIONS

• Some Foundations list 

details about their 

programs and 

applications

• Others might just have 

a website to learn 

more.

• Some don’t have a lot 

of details.



Lists of grants that matched our 

criteria – remember, this maps 

funding that happened in the past. 

FOUNDATION DIRECTORY – GRANT LISTINGS



Individual Grant Records

FOUNDATION DIRECTORY - GRANTS



Email or download your results – list 

of 100 or complete records of 10

FOUNDATION DIRECTORY - DOWNLOAD



Search for known organizations as 

grantmakers and/or recipients

FOUNDATION DIRECTORY - REFINE SEARCHES



Other advanced search options – 

target and refine

FOUNDATION DIRECTORY - REFINE SEARCHES



Inform searches with details from 

individual org records

FOUNDATION DIRECTORY – REFINE SEARCHES



GTI is integrated in the same 

interface as FDO

GRANTS TO INDIVIDUALS 



CANDID LEARNING (FORMERLY GRANTSPACE)

Candid Learning: self-paced training 

and articles by fundraising experts

https://learning.candid.org

https://learning.candid.org/


WHERE ELSE TO SEARCH FOR SUPPORT

Free online directories of arts 

funding opportunities



WHERE ELSE TO SEARCH FOR SUPPORT

https://www.spl.org/programs-and-services/business-

and-nonprofit/nonprofits/nonprofit-assistance-

networking-and-educational-organizations

https://www.spl.org/programs-and-services/business-and-nonprofit/nonprofits/nonprofit-assistance-networking-and-educational-organizations
https://www.spl.org/programs-and-services/business-and-nonprofit/nonprofits/nonprofit-assistance-networking-and-educational-organizations
https://www.spl.org/programs-and-services/business-and-nonprofit/nonprofits/nonprofit-assistance-networking-and-educational-organizations


What other local organizations exist? 

Partnerships? Support?

Other local publications?

LOCAL LANDSCAPE?



THE LIBRARY TO BUSINESS TEAM CAN HELP

We answer questions

• Virtual Business Info Appointments

• L2B Team L2B@spl.org

• Jay Lyman jay.lyman@spl.org

• 206-386-4636 (leave a message)

We buy tools you can use for free

• www.spl.org/business

Free workshops and events

• Business calendar of events

Seattle Public Library

King County Library

Sno-Isle Library

Pierce County Library

Spokane Public Library

https://www.spl.org/programs-and-services/business/make-a-business-appointment
mailto:L2B@spl.org
mailto:jay.lyman@spl.org
http://www.spl.org/business
https://www.spl.org/programs-and-services/business/business-calendar
http://www.spl.org/business
http://www.kcls.org/learning/smallbusiness/
https://www.sno-isle.org/business
https://bit.ly/3snfm3p
http://www.spokanebusiness.org/

